


TRIGGER ALERT
Please take care of yourself.











LABOR TRAFFICKING









HT AMONG RUNAWAY AND 
HOMELESS YOUTH HAS BEEN 
WIDELY DOCUMENTED

• According to a Polaris survey, 64% of 
survivors reported being homeless or 
experiencing unstable housing at the time they 
were recruited into trafficking

• Offering shelter/place to stay is an effective 
recruiting technique for traffickers

• Sex trafficking recruitment is known to have 
occurred at homeless, DV, runaway/homeless 
youth, and other shelters

(On-Ramps, Intersections, and Exit Routes: A Roadmap for Systems and Industries to Prevent 
and Disrupt Human Trafficking: Housing & Homelessness Systems, July 2018. Polaris.)



HT AMONG RUNAWAY AND 
HOMELESS YOUTH HAS BEEN 
WIDELY DOCUMENTED 
(continued…)

• 64% of survivors reported that the lack of 
affordable housing was a barrier to leaving 
their trafficking situation

• Housing is one of the greatest needs of 
trafficking survivors

(On-Ramps, Intersections, and Exit Routes: A Roadmap for Systems and Industries to Prevent 
and Disrupt Human Trafficking: Housing & Homelessness Systems, July 2018. Polaris.)





BARRIERS TO IDENTIFICATION

Most victims will not self-identify

• Fear of not being believed

• Fear of retaliation by trafficker

• Fear of being placed in foster care

• Fear of getting family member in trouble

• Stockholm syndrome/trauma bonding

• Confusion and disorientation

• Lack of awareness and understanding of the situation

• Shame or guilt

• May be viewed as 

delinquents/troublemakers/addicted/unengaged



PREVENT







RESPONSE





BEST PRACTICES

• Use professional interpreter in case of language barrier - not the client’s friend 

or relative.

• Use the same words the client is using - do not correct their terminology.

• Be open to unfamiliar narratives and stories.

• Use trauma informed, non-judgmental approach when interviewing clients.

(Lederer & Wetzel, 2014; Greenbaum & Crawford-Jakubiak, 2015)

























Local Resources













Questions?



Scenarios

It can be difficult to know how to respond to real life 
scenarios.  Each one is different and complex.

How will you respond to these scenarios…  



Scenario #1

You are talking with a 25 year old female client who is 
experiencing homelessness.  She tells you that she 
recently left her boyfriend because she didn’t want to 
make anymore videos.  

If you are her case worker, what questions should you 
ask?



Scenario #2

A client staying at the shelter tells you about a young 
teenage male he is concerned about who is living in a 
camp with individuals who are known to exploit 
individuals.  Evidently the kid has run away from home 
due to lack of family support. 

How should you respond?



Scenario #3

An 18 year old female was gang raped at the age of 12 by 6 
males, some minors and others were adults.  Charges were 
pressed against 3 of the assailants but were dismissed because 
the girl couldn’t “keep her story together.”  She is now involved 
in sex trafficking and it's been reported that she is recruiting 
minors.  She has been heard by others as saying, “since nobody 
helped me to protect my _____, I decided I might as well sell it.  
At least I can make money off of it.”

How should you respond?



Scenario #4

A 35 year old female experiencing homelessness 
approaches her case worker and says, “I’m being 
trafficked by my boyfriend.”

How should the case worker respond? 



Scenario #6

You come across a situation that looks like trafficking to 
you. 

How do you respond? 

Have you had a situation?


